Endodontic-related inferior alveolar nerve injuries: A review and a therapeutic flow chart.
Inferior alveolar nerve (IAN) lesions related to endodontic treatments can be explained by the anatomical proximity between the apices of the mandibular posterior teeth and the mandibular canal. The aim of this article is to review the management of inferior alveolar nerve lesions due to endodontic treatments and to establish a therapeutic flow chart. A review of publications reporting IAN damage related to endodontic treatment over the past 20 years has been conducted, using the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses checklist; it combines an electronic search of the Pubmed® and Google Scholar® databasis. Forty-two full-text articles corresponding to 115 clinical cases have been selected. Two personal clinical cases were additionally reported. IAN lesions due to endodontic treatments require urgent management. Early surgical removal of the excess of endodontic material, in contact with the nerve allows the best recovery prognosis (72h). Beyond this delay, irreversible nervous lesions prevail and a medical symptomatic treatment, most of the time with pregabalin, must be/can be carried out. A delayed surgical procedure shows some good benefits for patients. However, the healing prognosis remains poorly predictable.